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‘Ventures have been fairly 
fundamental to my faith. I 

thought I knew all the stories and 
what it meant, but going on camp 

has had a lasting impact.’ 
Tom, Venture Junior Leader

The CPAS Supporters’ Update



Welcome to the third edition of Connected, our new 
quarterly Supporter Update.

The summer is a time for many of us to see family and 
friends face-to-face, and it’s been a joy to spend time 
recently with a number of close friends to CPAS.

In the past few weeks, we convened the first on-site 
Evangelical Patrons Gathering and held our first in-
person Council of Reference since before Covid. We also 
had our annual Staff Prayer Day and brought our two 
trustee bodies together in Coventry. 

It has been tremendously encouraging to hear how God 
is working in CPAS churches all over the country, with 
stories of young adults coming to faith and being 
baptised. We continue to pray that this quiet revival 
might grow and grow.

As we look to the heavens for signs of God’s grace, we 
were thrilled by the support for CPAS’ first skydive, 
raising much-needed funds to help children to attend 
Venture holidays. You haven’t missed your chance as 
there’s always next year!

As we head into a busy summer holiday season, we are 
particularly praying for children and young people to 
have fun, make friends, and have life-changing 
encounters with Jesus. We are running a summer appeal 
to support these holidays, and you can find more 
information on the back page.

Thank you for the many different ways you support 
CPAS, through prayer, volunteering, financial donations, 
or even throwing yourself out of an airplane!

CPAS is an Anglican 
evangelical mission 

agency enabling 
churches to help 

every person hear 
and discover the good 

news of Jesus Christ.

Jon Scamman, 
Chief Executive Officer

Letter from Jon



New Staff Welcome
In the last few months, we’ve been delighted to welcome three new 
members of staff:

▪ Eva Swap as Data Analyst.
▪ Joy Langley as Falcon Holidays Development Officer.
▪ Harnett Dias as Executive Assistant to the Patronage Team.

We’re very excited for the various projects they will be working on 
so please join us in praying for them as they begin this new 
season.

CPAS Fundraisers Flying High
On Saturday 21 June, a beautifully sunny morning, we saw six 
intrepid fundraisers arrive at Hinton Skydiving Centre. They were 
raising money for this summer season of Venture holidays, taking to 
the skies so young people can explore life with Jesus. 

The divers included two current Venture attendees, one past 
Venture attendee, two CPAS staff members, and a current Junior 
Leader.

‘Ventures have been fairly fundamental to my faith. I 
thought I knew all the stories and what it meant, but going 
on camp has had a lasting impact.’ 
Tom, Venture Junior Leader

‘These holidays can be completely life-changing. It’s not just a 
week in the summer… they can change the course of a child’s 
life.’ 
Sandy, CPAS Staff Member

Surpassing their target, their brave efforts have 
raised £4,546!

We’re so proud of everyone who took part and thankful 
for those who have given to support Ventures.

CPAS Team Update

Scan the QR 
code to watch 
the first CPAS 
skydive video. 



This exciting summer term has seen our 
team deliver 66 events between April and 
July. Thanks to your support, a major focus  
has been training and journeying with 
ministers with significant oversight 
responsibility as they lead multiple 
churches across different communities.

Matt completed a year-long Oversight 
Ministers course with the Diocese of 
Worcester, while Sarah led Oversight 
sessions in Truro and Derby. 

One participant shared, 

‘The introduction to adaptive leadership 
as a vital tool for oversight ministry 
was really well outlined with examples 
from Sarah and balanced with 
experience from the room. Really really 
great!’ 

Additional highlights from this term include:

▪ Over 100 people attended our online PCC 
Tonight event, engaging in vital 
conversations around parish leadership.

▪ The Arrow Leadership Programme’s 
current cohort celebrated its final 
residential, with recruitment now 
underway for the next cohort, beginning 
March 2026.

▪ Jo and James shared insights on adaptive 
leadership at the Reach conference.

▪ CPAS was represented internationally – 
James in Switzerland at the 
Intercontinental Church Society 
conference, and Jo in Denmark on the 
Danish Arrow programme.

▪ Simon and Matt launched our new 
Change Course, working with five 
churches over three months as we 
explored their local change projects.

Finally, we’re thrilled to welcome Marjolein 
Barrett as our new Leadership Team 
Administrator.

Thank you for standing with us to 
strengthen leaders across the Church.

Jo McKee, 
Head of Leadership Development

▪ Pray for leaders with significant 
oversight, that God would give 
them wisdom as they lead 
multiple churches, 
congregations and 
communities.

▪ Pray for those leading change in 
their churches, that they would 
be courageous and wise.

▪ Ask for God’s blessing on Arrow 
recruitment.

▪ Pray for Marjolein as she begins 
her new role.

PRAYER POINTS

Leadership



Since the last Connected, we’ve been 
encouraged by 26 licensing services in our 
Patronage parishes across the country, from 
the Isle of Wight to the Isle of Man, and 
from Watford to Wolverhampton.

We’ve also made a further 25 appointments 
– we are the sole patron for 16 of them. We 
thank God for his faithfulness in each of 
these appointments.

▪  Since January, team highlights have 
included the gathering for Evangelical 
Patrons which we hosted in London for 
the Evangelical Patrons’ Consultative 
Council (EPCC). It was a hugely 
encouraging day of input, networking 
and prayer.

▪  Rob, one of our Patronage Development 
Officers (on the left in the picture below), 
also took the brave decision to jump out 
a plane at CPAS’ first skydive for Venture 
holidays!

Finally, we were glad to receive this 
message from a candidate who, despite not 
being appointed, wrote to express his 
thanks for our team’s advice and 
encouragement, 

'I wanted to say a huge thank you for 
your support and care over the past few 
months throughout the application 
process. Your advice and help has been 
really significant, and I continue to pray 
for your work.'

We’re heartened to see how everyone in an 
appointment process can be blessed by our 
team, regardless of the outcome.

Out of 695 Patronage Benefices, we 
currently have 156 in vacancy. Please pray 
for our team and for these church families 
as they navigate uncertain times.

Mike Duff,
Patronage Secretary

▪ Give thanks for the appointment of Harnett 
as our new EA to the Patronage Team, and 
for Dagmer agreeing to stay on till the end 
of August to ensure a good handover.

▪ Give thanks for the Evangelical Patrons 
Gathering at All Soul’s Langham Place in 
May.

▪ Pray for Patronage legislation going 
through the General Synod and for Synod 
members giving attention to this, 
supported by a member of our team.

PRAYER POINTS

Patronage



Ventures and Falcons

▪ Continue to pray for everyone 
involved in ensuring these 
holidays happen, including our 
Overall Leaders and volunteer 
teams, Holiday Ministry 
Coordinators, Leaders and our 
Safeguarding Team.

▪ Pray for safety and fun for all 
the children and young people 
attending a CPAS holiday. 

PRAYER POINTS

The summer season is in full swing! 
Our Venture and Falcon holidays officially 
kicked off on 23 July and we’re so excited 
and expectant to see what God might do 
over the summer. At the time of writing, we 
have 2,339 young people booked across 46 
Venture holidays and 137 booked across ten 
Falcon holidays.

Emma* (*name changed) attended Broads 
Cruise Venture over Easter and shared this 
about her experience,

‘It was the best thing ever. My standout 
memory is just being with people, really 
kind, funny people. Everyone there is 
nice. We learned about the difference 
between joy and happiness. Happiness is 
“I got a pack of Haribo’s” but joy stays 
with you forever. Since Broads Cruise, 
I’m more joyful in my day-to-day life.’

There are plenty of other exciting things 
happening in our team:

▪ Joy Langley, our new Falcon Holidays 
Development Officer joined us in July. A 
former headteacher, she brings 
significant experience of working in the 
education and charity sectors. She will 
bring fresh energy to our upcoming 
Falcon review (and plans to visit every 
single Falcon holiday this summer!).

▪ The last School Venture under the 
original model ran in June with 35 pupils 
from St Paul's CE Primary school 
supported by St Paul's Church, 
Leamington Spa. We’re excited to launch 
our new School Ministry model in the 
autumn, as we focus on helping churches 
and schools’ partner together more 
closely (watch this space).

Beyond the summer, we're building a 
strategy to further invest in improved 
systems and leader support. Thank you for 
praying and supporting CPAS holidays!

Tim Friend, 
Ventures and Falcons Principal



From a Life-Changing Venture 
to a Lifelong Supporter



Arrow applications are open
The Arrow Leadership Programme is 
for Christian leaders aged 25-40, lay 
or ordained, who long to be led more 
by Jesus, lead more like Jesus and 
lead more to Jesus. 

Running over 18 months, this 
programme includes residentials, 
mentorship, peer groups and high-
quality training on a variety of topics 
including character, vision, spiritual 
disciplines, personal management 
and more. 

'The carefully blended triple focus 
on leadership, evangelism and 
character is unique and catalysing.' 
Rich Johnson, vicar in Worcester, and New 
Wine National Leader

If you or someone you 
know might be 
interested, more 
information can be 
found on our website: 
www.cpas.org.uk/arrow.
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Support Ventures and Falcons 2025
The sun is shining, ice cream is melting and 
our summer season of CPAS holidays has 
officially begun! 

There are lots of ways you can support:

Please pray. You can download our special 
holiday Prayer Calendar that lists every 
holiday with ways you can pray for the young 
people, leaders and team. Pray  
with us (www.cpas.org/pray). 

Your gift can change a child’s 
life. We’re running a special 
Summer Appeal to raise money for Ventures 
and Falcons. If you’ve already given, thank 
you so much – you have helped ensure 
money is no barrier to a child attending one 
of our holidays. 

There’s still time to get 
involved. Visit our website 
(www.cpas.org.uk/summer) to 
find out what difference your 
gift can make. 

@Cpasnews | 0300 123 0780 | www.cpas.org.uk | info@cpas.org.uk

Supporting CPAS


