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WELCOME!

A very warm welcome to St Luke’s Bricket Wood 

On every occasion, you’ll receive the warmest of welcomes at St Luke’s - it’s one of 
our hallmarks.  We’re prayerfully looking forward to welcoming our next Vicar to 
lead us in prayer, mission and worship. 

This Parish Profile aims to give you an idea of who we are and who we would like 
to be, to help you to discern if God is calling you to this prayerful, living church 
here at St Luke’s.  But it can only ever be a snapshot. Here we embrace God’s work 
in our lives, through joyful times and sad times.  If you’d like to see what’s 
happening right now at St Luke's, take a look at our website here or scan the QR 
code below left.  

We believe St Luke’s is a very special expression of God’s love, here in the 
beautiful setting of Bricket Wood in Hertfordshire.  But like the original Luke, we 
don’t want to keep God’s love to ourselves.  The church was established almost 90 
years ago as an outreach to the growing community of Bricket Wood, and that 
tradition is a vital part of who we are and what we do.  We’re looking for a Vicar 
who loves people, who’ll help us in sharing the Good News of Jesus with all who 
already know St Luke’s and those we’re yet to meet. We want to be taught and led 
and to thrive and grow together as disciples. 

So we ask you to listen and seek God’s will ... is God calling you to St Luke’s 
Bricket Wood? 

We are trusting, open, 
expectant and prayerful as 
to where God will lead us “ ”
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https://www.st-lukes.org.uk/welcome.htm


Welcome!
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FROM THE BISHOP 
OF HERTFORD
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T H E  B I S H O P  O F  H E R T F O R D  

T h e  R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  D r  J a n e  M a i n w a r i n g  

Going Deeper into God  ●  Transforming Communities  ●  Making New Disciples 

B I S H O P S W O O D  •  3  S T O B A R T S  C L O S E  •  K N E B W O R T H  •  H E R T F O R D S H I R E  •  S G 3  6 N D   
T E L  0 1 4 3 8 8 1 7 2 6 0  •   E M A I L  b i s h o p h e r t f o r d @ s t a l b a n s . a n g l i c a n . o r g  

 

Bishop’s Statement on the appointment of a Vicar for the 
Parish of St Luke’s, Bricket Wood 

 

St Luke’s, Bricket Wood, is a warm and welcoming church family who, after a successful and 
loving ministry of their previous incumbent, are ready for the next season in their life 
together.  During the previous incumbent’s ministry there was a period of healing from a 
difficult time and as we look forward now there are good foundations on which to build.   
During my conversations with the PCC one of the features of the church in recent years was 
described to me as a spiritual awakening, particularly among men. 

 

Bricket Wood is a very defined geographical community which is mainly residential with an 
opportunity for the church to play a significant part in community life.  This has already begun 
to be realised through the ‘take a break’ coffee mornings.  However, there is inevitably more 
that could be done, particularly in terms of engaging with families. 

 

This would be an ideal post for someone with energy and a heart for getting stuck into 
community life.  It would suit someone who is in their early stages of ministry, maybe coming 
from a curacy, or someone who is searching for where God might be calling them to serve 
next. 

 

St Luke’s offers a huge amount of potential with a loving church family to work with.  I hope 
that you enjoy reading their profile and are able to prayerfully discern whether this might be 
where God is calling you to serve.  

 

Some specific matters: 

 

1. After extensive consultation, the Diocese is focused at this time on “Living God’s Love” 
(www.livinggodslove.org). We are asking every benefice to address three themes: 
Going Deeper into God; Transforming Communities; Making New Disciples, alongside 
‘Growing younger and more diverse’. Of course, all our benefices are free to approach 
these themes in the way that seems right to them under God. But any priest accepting 
this post will commit himself or herself to engage with this initiative and to work with 
the people of the benefice to make sense of it in the life of the local church. 

 

2. Within “Living God’s Love” every priest is expected to work with their lay and ordained 
colleagues in the construction of a Mission Action Plan. Mission Action Planning is a 
tool to help each benefice listen to the communities in which it is set and to identify 
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ways in which the Church can grow. The Benefice has previously engaged with this 
process and I shall look to the Vicar to carry the process forward. Further information 
is available on the Living God’s Love website. 
(http://www.livinggodslove.org/about/mission_action_plans) 

 
3. As a Diocese we are committed to developing the ministry of all God’s people. Any 

priest wishing to come and serve here will therefore be working collaboratively with 
ordained and lay colleagues. A key part of his or her ministry will be to identify and 
encourage those who have the calling and the gifting to be ordained or to be lay 
leaders.  

 
4. The spiritual and numerical growth of the Church is a priority for the Church of England 

and for the Diocese. We will help and support any new post-holder in the Diocese as 
they work to secure this growth in depth and in numbers, and we will act in partnership 
with them to ensure that they have the necessary training and equipping for this vital 
part of their task.  

 

5. I expect that anyone appointed to this post will involve themselves actively in the life of 
St Albans Deanery, in particular of its Chapter and its Synod, and in the life of the 
Diocese more generally.  It is expected that you will attend Diocesan Clergy 
Conferences as and when they are arranged and access the wide range of ongoing 
training opportunities offered by the Diocese. The Church of England needs to hear the 
wisdom and insight of the diverse community of strong and thoughtful people that this 
parish contains. I look to the new Vicar together with his or her colleagues and people, 
to be fully involved in the ideas, strategies and policies of the Diocese and of the wider 
Church of England, robustly offering his or her own wisdom and insight, and listening 
carefully to the wisdom and the insight of others. 

 

6. The Diocese takes seriously the call on the Church of England to serve all the people of 
this land and in particular to be there for any who may need us at significant moments 
of transition in their lives. For this reason, we expect our clergy to be wholehearted in 
their exercise of the “cure of souls” to all within their parish, and to take responsibility 
for the provision of the pastoral offices to any who request them. 

 

7. The parish is generous in its giving and contributes it’s Parish Share in full.  I would be 
looking to the Vicar to continue a sustainable financial position, teaching regularly on 
the principles and practice of Christian stewardship and availing himself or herself of 
the diocesan and other resources available for this purpose.  

 

FROM THE BISHOP 
OF HERTFORD

(www.livinggodslove.org)

(http://www.livinggodslove.org/about/mission_action_plans)

http://www.livinggodslove.org/about/mission_action_plans
http://www.livinggodslove.org
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8. Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults is a priority of the Diocese, as it is of the 
whole Church. The clergy of the Diocese receive regular training in this area, and 
anyone coming into the Diocese will commit themselves to undertake to keep up to 
date with their safeguarding training. 

 
9. St Albans Diocese makes the well-being of our clergy, and lay ministers and officers, a 

very high priority. We have support in place for our clergy including Support in Your 
Ministry (SIM) scheme, Clergy Counselling, Dispute Advisory Service, training, regular 
reviews with senior clergy, and more. We encourage any priest coming to St Albans 
Diocese to access this support. 
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ABOUT US

The Church 

St Luke’s Church in Bricket Wood is a vibrant, supportive, community that values 
fellowship, spiritual growth, and active participation in the life of the local 
community. 

Services at St Luke’s Church are live-streamed, making them accessible to a wider 
audience.  Music before, during and after the services features a great range of 
contemporary songs and more traditional hymns.  Leading of worship is informal, 
generally without traditional robes, creating a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere 
for worship. 

Our worship takes many formats; it is lively, thoughtful, prayerful, sometimes free 
of formality, other times using more structured resources.  Sunday worship is 
based around Common Worship using The New International Version of the Bible.  
Wednesday morning worship is a combination of the Book of Common Prayer 
and Common Worship and is spoken. 

We are delighted to welcome to our Sunday services residents and carers from 
The Kestrels, our local care home for younger adults with physical and learning 
disabilities or sensory impairments. 

We look after each other 
and care about each other, 
praying for one another, 
offering physical, spiritual 
and mental support 

“
”
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OUR VISION

Where is God leading us in the next phase of our 
life at St Luke’s? 

We are constantly discerning God’s will for where we go and what we look like 
next.  In our considerations as a congregation, we have seen a remarkable level of 
consistency in what He is telling us. 

These are some of the features of our next chapter: 

We will be a thriving community-focused church that attracts children, 
families, and young people 

We will grow by reaching out to our friends and community with the good 
news of Jesus’ love and grace 

We will grow as a place of worship, fellowship, learning, and service 

We will deepen our walk with God by allowing everyone to minister to one 
another, according to their gifts 

These are the things He has laid on our hearts.  But we also believe our next Vicar 
will bring a strong sense of what the Lord is speaking about to him or her for our 
future together, and we look forward to exploring that with the new Incumbent. 

I would like to see St Luke’s 
as a vibrant, active and full 
church where more choose to 
come and worship
“ ”

10



11



OUR OPPORTUNITIES

How will we get there? 

These are the opportunities we are prayerfully addressing at St Luke’s: 
  

To have all generations represented and to grow further into being an integral 
part of our community and spreading the love of Jesus 

To deepen our faith and grow in our discipleship, using all God’s gifts 
individually and together 

To draw more families to services, leading to a re-start of a regular Junior 
Church again 

To grow in number, encourage our people to develop and harness their skills. 
We ideally aim to have a mid-week group for parents, grandparents, carers 
and their pre-school children + offer more Messy Church sessions, which 
attract young families, but do need more able helpers 

To build on and deepen existing links with our local primary school; to once 
again have our local Scouting/Guiding groups and their families join us at 
church 

Engaging with our local community in a busy modern world 

  
We know God has great plans for us here in Bricket Wood and we trust Him to 
deliver! 

Involving everyone 
according to their gifts“ ”
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Are you our next Vicar? 

Our congregation is excited about the opportunity that this vacancy presents in the 
spiritual growth of our church and would like the following qualities in our next 
vicar. 

A leader who is prayerful, servant hearted and compassionate, able to 
delegate, motivate, encourage and enable others to develop and use their 
God-given gifts to grow our church family and use their skills in the community 

An outgoing, enthusiastic, energetic leader with charisma and passion and a 
real heart for our community who will provide direction and oversight, help us 
to discern God’s will for our future and reach out to the people of Bricket Wood 

Someone for whom family is at the heart of their mission, having the desire and 
ability to draw in children, young people and families into St Luke’s 

A “people person” with strong pastoral skills who is approachable, caring, 
empathetic and a team player 

A creative thinker and clear communicator of the gospel, who enjoys finding 
new ways to present services through different types of music, technology, 
styles of worship, and liturgy, whilst maintaining the informal approach we have 
become accustomed to. This would enable each person to continue to grow in 
their Christian faith and develop and use their gifts to bring glory to God

A person with faith, 
kindness, courage and 
vision “ ”

OUR NEXT VICAR
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There’s always someone 
to talk to who is happy 
to listen

MORE ABOUT US

Community Outreach & Mission 

Here is a flavour of how St Luke’s is active in our community: 

“ ”
16

Tenterden House Service An informal service held monthly at our local care 
home

Warm Space A communal warm room in the halls complex with 
free tea and coffee-making facilities available for 
anyone struggling to stay warm in their own homes

Take a Break A free monthly coffee morning utilising our Tea point 
in church.  Regularly attracts around 30, the majority 
of whom are not regular church attendees

Messy Church Sunday afternoon sessions with craft sessions and a 
story held every 6-8 weeks.  Typically attracts 
between 5 and 30 children to each session (plus 
adults!)

Home Groups A group meeting mainly fortnightly with an average 
attendance of 6 per meeting

Lunch Club Our local senior citizens meet every two weeks in 
term-time to enjoy a hot meal together.  We also 
hold Easter, Harvest and Christmas senior citizens’ 
services followed by a delicious tea served in the hall



I’ve had amazing answers 
to prayer through the 
Prayer Chain

MORE ABOUT US

Community Outreach & Mission - Continued 

“ ”
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Men’s Meal A gathering of St Luke’s men and their friends for 
breakfast or dinner, conversation and fellowship, 
every 6-8 weeks

Ladies’ Lunch A Saturday gathering of ladies and their friends for 
lunch at a local garden centre (every 6-8 weeks)

Doctor’s Surgery Located in the halls complex

Pre-School Based in the halls complex four days a week

Community Choir Around 40 members who use our church for practice 
weekly and often enhance our major festival services 

Christmas Fair and 
Community Christmas 
Tree 

We run a popular community Christmas craft fair, 
and community carol service with carols around the 
Christmas tree on the green outside the church 

Prayer Chain Co-ordinated mechanism that operates via email to 
bring prayer requests and concerns to bring the 
congregation together in prayer and supplication
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MORE ABOUT US

The locality, the parish and beyond 

Bricket Wood is a growing village with a population of approximately 4,500.  It is 
situated near St Albans in Hertfordshire.  It forms an island separated from  
St Albans (5 miles to the north) by the M25 motorway and from Watford (5 miles 
to the south) by the M1 motorway. 

The civil parish of St Stephen covers Bricket Wood, Chiswell Green and Park 
Street. The Parish Centre is on the edge of Bricket Wood. There is also a large 
recreational area 2 miles away at Greenwood Park, with sports facilities and a 
large meeting hall.  

A significant proportion of the regular attendees at services live outside the 
parish, with 61% of electoral roll members living within the parish itself.  

Population information about Bricket Wood and the local area are available via 
this link, or by scanning the QR code below.

A community that cares “ ”
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https://www.citypopulation.de/en/uk/eastofengland/hertfordshire/E63004553__bricket_wood/
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MORE ABOUT US

History 

Until the 1920s, Bricket Wood was a countryside retreat to which many Londoners 
came to enjoy the fairgrounds.  During the 1920s several naturist communities 
developed, and there are still two in the village.  In the 1930s many bungalows 
were built around the area, and the Church was built in 1937.  However, the 
greatest housing development in the village took place in the 1960s.  Since that 
time most property development has been by infilling. 

Countryside 

Bricket Wood has retained a rural atmosphere, with areas of woodland and 
nearby farmland.  It is just 3 minutes’ walk from the Vicarage to the woods, which 
are part of Bricket Wood Common: a large area of common land with a wealth of 
natural history including rare butterflies and a network of footpaths and 
bridleways.  It is great for a leisurely stroll, cycling, exercising dogs or enjoying 
walks with family and friends.  There are beautiful ancient woodlands and 
countryside on the doorstep. 

“ A church where I can serve 
others and feel part of a 
church family in my own 
community 

20
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Facilities 

Local shops include a pharmacy, post office, café, hairdressers and four 
convenience stores, an estate agent, takeaways, an Indian restaurant, an award-
winning station café, dentist and doctors - all 2 minutes away from the Vicarage.  
There is a wonderful new skate park and play park in the village.  There are major 
shopping centres, hospitals, cinemas and leisure centres in the large nearby towns 
of Watford, St Albans and Hemel Hempstead.  

The Building Research Establishment (BRE) is within the parish.  There are several 
small service industries some of which are home-based.  Most employment is 
outside the village, with many people commuting to London or elsewhere.  There 
are many village organisations covering a wide range of leisure activities, and 
uniformed organisations for the children.  There is a Social Club and two Public 
Houses.  St Luke’s members also support the Local Residents Association, and 
many of the diverse local societies.  Our halls complex is the centre of much of the 
activity within the community. 

The popular Warner Bros Studio Tour - The Making of Harry Potter is on our 
doorstep in nearby Leavesden. 

“
MORE ABOUT US
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Offering a warm welcome 
to all ”

https://www.wbstudiotour.co.uk
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St Albans 

St Albans is an historic city built around the Cathedral and Abbey Church of  
St Alban, Britain’s first Christian Martyr, whose tomb still stands at the centre of the 
building.  In the nearby main street, an open air market is held twice a week, and 
also plays host to an antiques market once a month as well as occasional farmers’ 
markets.  There is a myriad of coffee shops and interesting places to eat, a theatre, 
Alban Arena concert and exhibition venue, a large modern sports centre with 
swimming pool, spa and gym.  The city boasts of having the most pubs per square 
mile than anywhere else in the country! 

Verulamium 

Down the hill from the Abbey is Verulamium Park, the site of a large Roman town, 
of which significant remains still survive, and artefacts can be viewed in the 
museum.  The park has a lake where you can see swans and migrating Canada 
geese and feed the ducks!  It has a play park and a splash park in the summer.  
Besides the sporting facilities, there are regular park runs and an annual music 
festival in the summer time to enjoy.  It’s a great place to take visitors. 

We are a totally loving group 
of people, many of whom would 
see the church as their main 
place of support 
“ ”
MORE ABOUT US
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MORE ABOUT US

Watford 

To the southwest of Bricket Wood lies Watford, a large town with a major indoor 
shopping centre and all the usual amenities you would expect.  As well as the 
Vicarage Road football stadium - the home of Watford FC - the town has the 
Palace Theatre and also the renowned Watford Colosseum concert venue. 
Both Watford and St Albans have excellent public transport links into London 
including fast train services.  

A prayerful worshipping 
community “ ”
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Schools 

There is a wide choice of good state and private schooling in the area.  Within 
Bricket Wood there are JMI and Nursery schools, as well as privately run 
playgroups.  Secondary schools are nearby, with good transport links. 

Transport Links 

We’re very close to Junction 6 of the M1 and Junction 21a of the M25. 
There are bus links to St Albans, Watford, Hatfield, Luton and fast bus services to 
central London, Heathrow and Luton airports. 
Bricket Wood has its own station 15 minutes’ walk from the vicarage with a shuttle 
train to St Albans and Watford where you can join the main line to London or the 
North. 
  

Demographics 

The Census of 2021 showed that the population was 4,627 people.  It is 
anticipated that these figures are set to rise.  This consists of 2,248 males, 2,395 
females.  2,622 are18-64, 1098 are 65 and over.  2,019 identify as Christians.  You 
can see more census data here. 

We are a community that cares 
about one another and desires 
to grow both in numbers and 
spiritual maturity 
“ ”
MORE ABOUT US

27



The Deanery 

The St Albans Deanery comprises sixteen parishes, diverse in churchmanship, but 
with mostly vibrant and lively congregations.  Named after the first English martyr, 
St Albans is a very spiritual place, with an above average proportion of people 
attending church in the area. 

The Deanery was enlarged from nine parishes to the present number in 2012. 
That has changed the dynamics of the deanery but opened up new possibilities 
for the support of one another and for promoting the diocesan vision of Living 
God’s Love.  The Deanery Synod is actively engaged in developing a vision and 
plans for supporting the mission and ministry of the parishes it serves. 

The Deanery Chapter meets six times a year for fellowship and prayer for the 
clergy.  The Rural Dean is committed to developing the life of the Deanery and 
Chapter, providing mutual support and encouragement to its members. 

I come to St Luke’s because I 
was made so welcome when I 
first joined back in 2009 “ ”

MORE ABOUT US
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The Church 

St Luke’s Church in Bricket Wood is an attractive building that serves as a 
welcoming sanctuary for all.  The congregation is known for being caring, and 
supportive, embracing individuals of all ages and abilities with open arms. 

The church is deeply involved in the local community, hosting regular events such 
as the Christmas craft fair, Christmas Tree light switch on, Take a Break (community 
coffee mornings), and the Lunch Club.  These activities provide opportunities for 
fellowship and connection, as well as The Warm Space for anyone to use and have 
a hot drink.  Refreshments are also served after the Sunday Service, fostering a 
sense of community and togetherness. 

For a good look at our Church building and facilities, follow this link or scan the 
QR code below for ‘Scott’s video walkthrough’. 

Pastorally, St Luke’s Church is dedicated to looking after one another, offering 
physical, spiritual, and mental support.  The congregation works effectively as a 
team, growing stronger and continually encouraging one another.  This 
supportive environment has led to the formation of lifelong friendships. 

It’s an amazing place and 
has brought me to faith 
through learning and services 
and we are all like one big 
family - God’s family 

“
”

MORE ABOUT US
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The Church Building & The Halls 

St Luke's Church is unique.  It is a timber-framed building erected in 1937 as a 
Mission Church/village hall for the newly expanding village.  It was made in 
Canada, flat-packed and shipped to the UK and then put together on site.  
Originally it was a multi-purpose hall that divided into various sized ‘rooms’ or 
expanded into a single area with a sprung dance floor.  

The main church has removable seating and is a very flexible space.  We have 
comfortable seating for 160 that can be arranged to suit the occasion.  We have 
all our services in the church as well as using it for social functions.  We have a 
two-manual electronic organ, a Yamaha keyboard and drums.    

In more recent years, a halls complex has been added and improved, most 
recently with a tea point to facilitate serving of refreshments.   
  
The halls complex, which is entered from the car park in The Crescent, consists of 
a good-sized lobby, a main hall, the Warm Space, a prayer room and toilets.  A 
side corridor leads to the church office and the kitchen.  A further suite of three 
rooms is used as the Doctors’ Surgery.  Their waiting room is shared as another 
medium sized meeting room when not in use for the surgery.  The halls complex 
has a further corridor linking it to the main church building.

People express pleasure when 
coming in to the building “ ”

MORE ABOUT US
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Practical Matters 

Tables: Current St Luke’s Electoral Roll (prior to revision in spring 2025) 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Total: 49 on roll 
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Practical Matters 

National Census 2021 Dashboard for the Parish of Bricket Wood in the deanery of ST ALBANS 

  

National Census 2021 Dashboard for the Parish of Bricket Wood in the deanery of ST ALBANS

12239 parishes

Parish Deanery Diocese National Parish, Deanery and Diocese codes

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD), domains, and subdomains Population 4,844 112,818 1,977,695 56,506,784 Parish 320014 Bricket Wood
94% Occupied households 1,985 44,745 787,558 23,444,438 Deanery 32111 ST ALBANS

Living in households 4,793 111,761 1,955,639 55,542,946 Diocese 32 St.Albans
75% 29% Health 90% Average household size 2.41 2.50 2.48 2.37

Living in communal estab'ts 51 1,057 22,056 963,838
92% 69%
93% 78% Notes & definitions
80% 57% Census and deprivation statistics have been mapped onto parish boundaries, and are therefore approximations.

Census data as shown in figures 1-3, 5, & 6 are derived from the National Census 2021 produced by the Office of National Statistics (ONS).
78% 78% For details from ONS see: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/sources/census_2021 .
73% 93% Deprivation statistics are derived from the English Indices of Deprivation 2019, produced by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government.
21% 14% More details can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2019 .

Shading shows severity of deprivation compared to other parishes, colour-coded by decile. Deprivation statistics are published at LSOA level. Figure 4 shows how the population of each area is split across LSOAs, categorised by LSOA deprivation decile.
E.g., a figure of 25% means that 25% of parishes are more deprived than this parish. For more detailed parish census and deprivation information, see: https://www.churchofengland.org/about/data-services/resources-publications-and-data#na .

For an interactive map showing parish deprivation and census statistics, see: http://arcg.is/1RaS4CS .
Parish deprivation statistics in figure 7 are colour-coded by parish deprivation decile:

< --Most deprived ------------------------------------------ Medium ---------------------------------------- Least deprived -->

Coding 5% 15% 25% 35% 45% 55% 65% 75% 85% 95%

Produced by the Data Services Team, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ. Date of production: 09/01/25. v44; index: 6632
Every effort has been made to ensure that data are reliable. We would be grateful to be notified of errors and to receive comments/suggestions: please email statistics.unit@churchofengland.org
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Living in communal estab'ts 51 1,057 22,056 963,838
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80% 57% Census and deprivation statistics have been mapped onto parish boundaries, and are therefore approximations.

Census data as shown in figures 1-3, 5, & 6 are derived from the National Census 2021 produced by the Office of National Statistics (ONS).
78% 78% For details from ONS see: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/sources/census_2021 .
73% 93% Deprivation statistics are derived from the English Indices of Deprivation 2019, produced by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government.
21% 14% More details can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-deprivation-2019 .

Shading shows severity of deprivation compared to other parishes, colour-coded by decile. Deprivation statistics are published at LSOA level. Figure 4 shows how the population of each area is split across LSOAs, categorised by LSOA deprivation decile.
E.g., a figure of 25% means that 25% of parishes are more deprived than this parish. For more detailed parish census and deprivation information, see: https://www.churchofengland.org/about/data-services/resources-publications-and-data#na .
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Produced by the Data Services Team, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ. Date of production: 09/01/25. v44; index: 6632
Every effort has been made to ensure that data are reliable. We would be grateful to be notified of errors and to receive comments/suggestions: please email statistics.unit@churchofengland.org
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Notes & definitions
Census and deprivation statistics have been mapped onto parish boundaries, and are therefore 
approximations.
Census data as shown in figures 1-3, 5, & 6 are derived from the National Census 2021 produced by 
the Office of National Statistics (ONS).
For details from ONS see: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/sources/census_2021 .
Deprivation statistics are derived from the English Indices of Deprivation 2019, produced by the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government.
More details can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-indices-of-
deprivation-2019 .
Deprivation statistics are published at LSOA level. Figure 4 shows how the population of each area is 
split across LSOAs, categorised by LSOA deprivation decile.
For more detailed parish census and deprivation information, see: https://www.churchofengland.org/
about/data-services/resources-publications-and-data#na .
For an interactive map showing parish deprivation and census statistics, see: http://arcg.is/1RaS4CS .
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Financial Statements 

Draft Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2024 

 

Figures are provided for the calendar year ended December 31, 2024 with comparative figures for 2023.  Note that these are still draft figures 
and subject to any changes recommended as part of the annual examination by our Auditor. 

Draft Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2024

THE BALANCE SHEET
2024 2023

Assets £ £
Property 400,000                                                                                          400,000      
Investments 243,749                                                                                          234,088      
Cash in the Bank 37,817                                                                                            53,843        
Amounts due to us 8,926                                                                                              6,418          
TOTAL ASSETS 690,492 694,349

Liabilities
Amounts payable by us 7,940 4,077
TOTAL LIABILITIES 7,940 4,077

NET ASSETS 682,552 690,272

We have allocated these Assets into several Funds Net Movement
2024 2023 in Funds

£ £ £
Dwellings we own (estimated value) 400,000                                                                                          400,000      -                    
Cash Investments 232,355                                                                                          232,355      -                    
AudioVisual -                                                                                                   6,000          6,000                
Heating Fund 3,860                                                                                              -              3,860-                
Buildings refurbishment 12,607                                                                                            12,607        -                    
General Reserves 15,000                                                                                            15,000        -                    
Missions 24,247                                                                                            10,177        14,070-              
General Operating 7,326-                                                                                              12,324        19,650              
Small Funds (in total) 1,809                                                                                              1,809          -                    

682,552                                                                                          690,272      7,720                
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Financial Statements 

Draft Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2024 

 

Figures are provided for the calendar year ended December 31, 2024 with comparative figures for 2023.  Note that these are still draft figures 
and subject to any changes recommended as part of the annual examination by our Auditor. 

THE DECREASE IN NET ASSETS of £7,720 in 2024 HAS RESULTED FROM
the NET FUND RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS

  (showing a comparision to 2023 results)
2024 2023

Receipts £ £
Donations & Legacies from the Congregation 65,625        66,024              
Hiring out the Church Hall 29,205        29,754              
Gift Aid received from  taxpayers 14,762        13,458              
Property rental and bank interest 3,854          5,192                
Miscellaneous donations 1,050          1,250                
Unrealised Increase in Investments 9,663          
Profit on Sale of Russell Court flat 103,088            

124,159      218,766            

Payments
Parish Share 57,384        57,281              
Church & Hall running expenses 26,146        33,178              
Missions & Social Work Donations 150             14,360              
Property Maintenance & Repairs 38,810        14,654              
Clergy expenses & Administration fees 9,389          8,965                

131,879      128,438            

Net Increase/Decrease in Funds available at Year End 7,720-          90,328              
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The St Luke’s Team 

The team consists of: 
Reader 

Lay Leader of Worship 

Retired Vicar with Permission To Officiate 

Parochial Church Council of 9 including 2 Deanery Synod Representatives 

Steering group (comprising 4 PCC members, in lieu of Church Wardens) 

A number of people who lead various aspects of church life (infrastructure, worship/services, 

community, pastoral, administration/finance) 

Treasurer 

Small Pastoral Care Team 

Contract cleaner (5 times per week) 

Parish Administrator (part-time) - who is invaluable!

36



Mission Partners 

We maintain particular links with these local charities: 
STEP - a local Christian outreach initiative to secondary schools led by one of our former youth workers. 
  
The 2:67 Project helps local churches with their Youth and Children's work by putting on events, 
running training courses for students and leaders and also running residential events in which local 
churches can participate. 

We recognise the importance of working with whole families and we long to see many more children 
become part of the St Luke’s church life. 

In 2023 and 2024 we supported the following home and overseas missions and have kept personal 
links with many of them: 

New Hope, Watford - serving homeless people 
STEP (St Albans and Harpenden Christian Education Project) 
The 2:67 Project - encouraging and equipping youth work                                                                   
Unlock - helping urban churches present the Gospel 
Crosslinks - the former Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society 
CPAS - our patrons 

In 2025, we are adding Tearfund, with which we have historic close links.
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http://www.stepschoolswork.org.uk
http://www.the267project.com
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The Vicara
ge
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The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is a 4-bedroomed detached house on a pleasant road, West Riding, only 3-4 minutes’ 
walk from the Church.  

On the ground floor is a large kitchen, two good-sized reception rooms, a cloakroom with toilet as well 
as a large study separated from the main family accommodation. 

On the first floor are three well-sized and one smaller bedroom, separate upstairs toilet and a family 
bathroom with bath and separate shower cubicle.  

The house has an integral 
garage, a reasonably large 
front and back garden with a 
patio and greenhouse.  The 
driveway can accommodate 
up to 3 cars. 
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Find Out More 

FIND OUT MORE
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Further information can be found on 
the church website at: www.st-lukes.org.uk

Sunday services are live-streamed, 
recorded and made available on our 
YouTube channel:

St Luke's Church Bricket Wood - 
YouTube

Instagram
St Luke’s Church Bricket Wood 

(@st.lukesbricketwood) • Instagram 
photos and videos

Our address:

St Luke’s Church 
The Crescent 
Bricket Wood 

St Albans 
Hertfordshire 

AL2 3NF

For further information or an informal conversation,  
please contact Rob Miles at CPAS:  

rmiles@cpas.org.uk 

024 7510 3576

mailto:rmiles@cpas.org.uk
http://www.st-lukes.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@stlukesbricketwood
https://www.instagram.com/st.lukesbricketwood/

