Thank you for your interest in the role of Vicar of Downend.

Downend is a lively and faith-filled parish, which has one of the larger congregations in the Diocese. There is strong children’s work and a culture of equipping each member to live out their faith every day. Downend benefits from excellent local leadership, and a supportive staff team, paid and voluntary. The congregations have a real desire to engage in mission locally and a tradition of supporting overseas work. Christ Church building is an outstanding example of sympathetic and creative reordering with potential to serve the community significantly. That building work has been costly, and the next incumbent will need to support and encourage the parish in meeting the requested level of Parish Share. 

The congregations have a vision to deepen their faith, work out what it means to serve Christ daily in their context, and invite others into relationship with God. There is a deeply fulfilling job here for a person who can joyfully share responsibility, build up others and manage their time to lead as part of a team. My colleagues, the Archdeacon and Area Dean, and I will accompany you on this journey.

Downend is a pleasant place to live, which combines proximity to a major city with a real sense of locality, community and identity.  

You will be arriving in the Diocese at an exciting time. We are planning in confidence and hope for the post-Covid church and are developing our new strategy through a programme of discernment and prayer called Transforming Church Together. We are seeking Christ’s leading so we can be a better church for everyone. The appointee will be included in those conversations as soon as they arrive. 

Downend has the potential to be a leading light in the Diocese and an encouragement to surrounding churches, so we hope to appoint an incumbent who wants to contribute to the life of the Deanery and the wider Diocese. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this opportunity. If this is a role that energises you we would very much like to hear from you and look forward to receiving your application. If you would like an informal discussion about the role, please do not hesitate to get in touch with one of the contacts listed at the end of this pack.
