Introduction to appointment from +Reading
St Mary’s is a vibrant and energetic expression of the Body of Christ in the centre of Maidenhead, and a valued part of the mixed ecology of the Church of England in the Reading Episcopal Area.  This is an important moment in its evolution and life as it seeks a new incumbent after the long, faithful and fruitful ministry of Revd Will Stileman.  It is very encouraging to hear the strong articulation of its commitment to evangelism and discipleship for all, and to well resourced, foundational work with children and young people. 
The congregational structure of St Mary’s enables a large church to feel that every member of a congregation belongs and knows who to relate to.  The placing of relationships at the heart of St Mary’s ministry is a key characteristic of the way in which St  Mary’s encourages deeper engagement with the grace and truth of the Gospel.
I look forward to licensing the new vicar through my colleague, the Bishop of Maidstone, and to  welcoming the man God calls to this ministry to share in our partnership in the Gospel , as together we work towards the diocese’s Common Vision to be a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world; one which is more contemplative, more compassionate, and more courageous.
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